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sought to establish their future careers by courting frequent
terms of imprisonment. So when the change-over took
place, it came as neither a surprise nor a disappointment.
A second explanation for the preponderance of officer
recruits from the East Punjab, Delhi, and the United
Provinces, is economic pressure. They are all in the zone
which has felt most acutely the impact of the mass migration
of refugees out of Pakistan. It is notoriously more difficult
to find openings for men of some education than for the
farmer. He is his own boss again if a stretch of land can
be found for him to cultivate. The man who has lost his
roots in the soil is a more difficult problem. He has a
higher standard of living and a much more restricted market
for his talents. So the influx of refugees, including many
of the land-owning class whose sons might have received
a fair degree of schooling, must have increased the com-
petition for the few available white-collar jobs. Under the
same heading of economic pressure comes the declared
hostility of the Congress Party as a whole towards the
zamindari system. The zamindars, or land-owners, and
their families will doubtlessly fight hard to retain their
rights of land ownership ; but there must be many among
the younger generation who are looking around for some
other and more promising source of livelihood.
Whatever the reason for the restricted sources of new
officer material, it is causing some concern in the Indian
Army of to-day, No less an authority than the Director,
Selection of Personnel, Army Headquarters, Brigadier
Bilimoria, has stated publicly that if other provinces do not
respond to appeals for more young men to train as officers
" the evil of martial and non-martial classes, which has been
eradicated, will creep in again."
To the American mind, this concern about where the
officers come from seems, at first glance to be a trifle
academic. If the foreign rulers found no grounds for
concern in drawing officers from restricted groups, there